TIPS TO HELP YOUR CHILD WITH THEIR HOME READING
BEFORE READING:

· Talk about the title of the story and what they think might happen in the book.  

· Talk about who the characters may be. 

· Go through the book and talk about each page.  What can you see?  What is happening?

· Find any sight words they already know and discuss any very tricky words that come up.  

READING THE BOOK:

· Let your child read the book the whole way through without interrupting.  If your child stops and looks at you, ask them to have a go at using one of the reading star strategies to help them through.  

· Use reading star prompts to help them if they get stuck.

· For lower readers, encourage your child to point to the words while they are reading.

AFTER READING:

· Discuss what happened in the book and ask them to retell the events in order. 

· Tell them something they did really well (e.g. I like when you made that mistake on this page and then you fixed it and said ….. How did you know to fix it?)

· Go back and find a mistake they made and discuss it with your child (e.g. On this page you said….. Did that make sense?  Why not?)

· Ask various levels of questions about the book to help with comprehension (Where does the story take place?  Which is your favourite part of the story and why?  Predict what you think is going to happen next.  Why do you think this?  Why did the author choose this title?  What genre is the story and how do you know this?  Have you ever been in a similar situation to a character in the book?  What happened?)


AND MOST IMPORTANTLY, HAVE FUN!

· Reading is fun and we want the children to LOVE reading!  If your child is getting upset or frustrated, put it away and come back to it later.  

· If the book is too difficult or too easy, make an appointment with your child’s teacher to ensure the appropriate level and text is sent home.  There is often a reason why your child’s teacher is giving texts that are easier to read or texts that are a little challenging.  

· Praise your child for their fantastic effort!
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What does a successful reader look like?

FLUENT
- solve words easily, efficiently and rapidly
- use expression in voice to convey meaning
- notice punctuation and use it to guide phrasing
- slow down to problem solve if needed
- return to the text to find evidence to support their opinions and answers

WIDE VOCABULARY 
- knows a variety of words
- not only knows the meaning, but also the context the word can be used in

COMPREHEND
- retrieve information explicitly stated in texts
- can make inferences based on ideas and information in texts
- interpret and evaluate texts by reflecting on and assessing the content, structure and language used

KNOWLEDGE OF TEXTS AND TEXTUAL FEATURES
- can identify what type of text they are reading 
- can explain the purpose of a particular type of text and genre

KNOWLEDGE OF THE WORLD
- can make connections between new and previously learned content

